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CLAIMS 

1. An ocular irrigating solution for irrigating 
the eye during surgery comprising/ a source of 
bicarbonate ions and a physiolo^cally acceptable 
organic buiEfer which is an or^nic zwitterionic buffer 
having a buffering capacitj/within the range pH .6.8 to 
8.0. 

2. An ocular irrigating solution according to 
claim 1, wherein the organic buffer maintains the 

"solution at a pH in /he range 7.2 to 7.8. 

3 . An ocula/ irrigating solution according to 
claim 1 or 2, Whetein che- organic buffer is a 
zwitterionic anono acid. 

4. An atnlaz irrigating solution according to 
claim 3, whe/ein the organic buffer is N-2- 



"Thydroxyeth^llpiperazine-N' - [2-ethanesulfonic acid] . 
.5. .An ocular irrigating solution according to 
i=eiai», wherein the concentration of the 



buffer ±a from 10 to 50 nmiol/1. 



£. / An ocular irrigating solution according to 
ay^I^^ S aclZng olai ^, wherein the bicarbonate 



source is 



sodium bicarbonate? 

.7.1 An ocular irrigating solution according to 
claim wherein the bicarbonate source is preferably 
25 present in the solution to give a bicarbonate, 
concenftration of about 10 to SO mmol/1. 

An ocular irrigating solution according to 
i\>\'\j iTTrfTrf^iiij I'litiiiii whirh does not contain gluco"se,'or 
any o -her energy source which tends to degrade at 



30 



physiological pH over extended time periods. 

3. ^ An ocular irrigating solution according to . 
L-r^^MiMTiii{j I 1 1I i III having been sterilised by an 
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autoclfaving procedure. 

L'O. An ocular irrigating solution according to 
claim/ 1, for use in a- surgical method performed on the 
eye. 
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11. A method of siirgery performed on the human 
eye in v^hicja an oc\zl^ irrigating solution according 
nrr ^' i ^i^ / i^i.-u j/i-,-.-o . is employed to replace f luic 
loss during theyoperation and to maintain corneal 
^function- 

12-. ■ ^ir>«^l^-J.rrigating solution substantially 
as here irdbe fore ^^sitribed, with reference to the 
accompanying exaii 
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